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that many men killed their children, others hanged them-
selves, others starved themselves to death; so that after
innumerable and insupportable sufferings, tyrannies, and
miseries, the king of Castile sent a decree that we should be
restored to liberty." Thus the cacique ended his discourse.
The country of Nicaragua is not very large, but fertile
and delightful, though so hot in summer that people cannot
walk except at night, and the soil is sandy. It rains during
six months in the year, beginning in May; but in the other
six months it does not rain at all, and the night is equally
hot with the day. It produces a great deal of honey and
wax, balsam, cotton, and many fruits of the country ; among
which is a sort not found in the island of La Espanola, or in
any other pai't of India: they are in shape like our pears,
and have a round stone within, about half as large again as
a walnut; their flavour is excellent. The tree that produces
this fruit is very large, but bears a small leaf. They have
few cows, but a great many pigs of the Spanish breed. The
tribes are numerous, though the Indians are small; their
houses are built of reeds, roofed with- straw, and not very
large. They have no metallic mines of any sort, although,
when the Spaniards first went there, the natives possessed a
. great quantity of gold, much alloyed, brought from other pro-
vinces.
There is an incredible multitude of parrots, who do a
great deal of mischief in the cultivated districts, and would
do a great deal more if the natives did not scare them by
slinging stones from high sheds made of reeds.
From the great abundance that reigned in this province
when the Spaniards first subjugated it, they called it Ma-
homet's Paradise. Two things are produced in this country
which are not found elsewhere in India, except in the terri-
tories of Guatimala, of cape Fonduri, and Mexico, and along
the shores of New Spain. One is a species of peacock, that
has been brought to Europe, and commonly called the In-